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Finding Agreement in Christ 1 Cor. 1 

Reading: Matthew 28:16-20,  1 Corinthians 1:10-17 

Division has always been a problem among God’s people. As the poem goes “to live above 

with saints we love will certainly be glory , to live below with saints we know that’s another 

story.”  We don’t need to look very far to see division in the church not just in the fact that 

there are so many different Christian denominations but even within our own federation of 

churches here in NZ there are often factions. For example some are fine with the main 

Christian feast days, such as Christmas and Easter others say the only feast we ought to 

observe in the church is the Lord’s Supper. In the history of reformed churches such matters 

have even caused splits in denominations. Is this OK is this something we can just shrug our 

shoulders about and just resign ourselves to living with? 

Not according to the apostle Paul. This is what he says under the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit. “I urge you brethren by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ that you all agree and there 

be no divisions  among you.” So then, according to the Bible it’s not OK to be divisive or 

“schismatic”, which is the Greek rendering of the word divisions in my NASB translation.  

Schism literally means to cut apart which is what can happen if disagreements and 

divisiveness isn’t dealt with in the church. 

This was the thing Paul was concerned about in Corinth, the factions in Corinth threatened to 

split the church apart when they should all be united in Christ.. And that is really the central 

issue here they had taken their eyes off the Lord Jesus Christ and were focused on one 

personality and his issue or another. We’ll look at each of these in turn and then look at what 

it means to have agreement in Christ. 

1. Disagreement among men.  Paul wrote “I have been informed by Cloe’s people that there 

are quarrel’s among you, each one of you is saying I am of Paul and I of Apollos and I of 

Cephas and I of Christ”. We don’t know much about Cloe from the Bible. She is only 

mentioned here but it seems she was a concerned member of the church at Corinth  who is 

probably to be commended for bringing her concerns to the attention of the apostle, 

especially concerns about these potentially harmful factions. Lets look at these  in turn. 

There was the Paul party. Chapter 4:15 Paul wrote “I became your father in Jesus Christ 

through the gospel.” Obviously there were some in Corinth who came to know the gospel 

through Paul’s preaching  and though he had gone now for a few years his memory lived on 

as their beloved first pastor who had become a revered figure in their eyes.  

There is probably no pastor in any church who has not discovered  a ‘Paul” party in his 

congregation a group who delight in telling their current pastor how wonderful their former 

pastor was. No one since has ever been able to exceed this man’s stature in these parishioners 

eyes. The years of this man’s ministry were the glory days of that congregation.   

Then there is was the Apollos party. According to Acts 18:24-19:7 Apollos was a Jew who 

came from Alexandria in Egypt boasting the most distinguished university around at that 

time. It seems that when Apollos arrived at Corinth he impressed a lot of folk in the church 

with his intellectual abilities, his fine speech, his enthusiasm and accurate teaching about 

Jesus. According to verse 27 of Acts 18 Apollos  “greatly helped those who had believed 

through grace”  
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However it could be that after a while Paul who was not an eloquent speaker began to be 

compared unfavourably against Apollos and a faction developed in the Corinthian church 

perhaps by a group of intellectual elitists  who became critical of Paul and would only listen 

to Apollos.  

I’ve seen that young Christians especially can be drawn into a personality cult around those 

who are impressive speakers and have earned a reputation. That can result in dissatisfaction 

and a critical spirit towards one’s home church  and even a parting of the ways;  for what?  

Not usually a serious theological issue or unfaithfulness but more to do with personality, 

worship style and things like that.  

Others were saying I am of Cephas. This group probably represented some form of Jewish 

Christianity since according to Acts 18 Paul made some coverts from the Synagogue in 

Corinth. Other followers of Peter may have visited Corinth and exerted some Jewish 

influence . The main issue with the Peter party would have to be a tendency towards legalism 

since this was an issue with Judaizers in other churches too such as Colossae and Galatia 

where feast days, food laws and circumcision created a fair bit of controversy.  

Similarly in churches today for those who want clear guidelines and everything to be either 

black or while and where faith is all but reduced to rules and regulations, you must do this 

and you must not do that and so freedom in Christ is diminished and unity broken.That takes 

me to a fourth faction.  

Paul wrote,  “each one of you is saying I am of Christ”. There have always been those who 

have been anti-authoritarian and its possible that this group reacted to the other factions who 

followed Paul, Apollos and Cephas and who said things like “who needs leaders any way 

there is only one head of the church and Christ is our leader. He is the head of the body and 

he tells us what to do” That’s the kind of thing you might hear from the Christ faction; “the 

Lord told me” as though some have a direct hotline to God and are look spiritually superior to 

the rest. The result of such pride is seen in the dozens of independent breakaway sects and 

churches around today  

Paul could see the potential danger in Corinth and urged the brethren to agree , be of the same 

mind and of the same judgment.  Where do we find agreement? This brings me to the second 

main point.   

2. Agreement in Christ. 

He asks three questions to get them thinking about what they were doing and hopefully 

encourage a greater unity in Christ.  

Verse 13 “Has Christ been divided? As if to say, “are there parts of Christ can be divided to 

different groups of the church?” Not so, in chapter 3: 22 Paul wrote whether Paul, Apollos or 

Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come all things belong to 

you and you belong to Christ and if Christ belongs to God., Elsewhere in Romans 8: 32 Paul 

wrote “He who did not spare his own Son but delivered him up for us all how will he not also 

with him freely give us all things.”  

Christ is not divided and if we are in Christ then his followers have all of Christ. He cannot 

be divided. We are actually the ones who are divided or incomplete in our knowledge of 

Christ, in our progress in sanctification, in our learning how to love but when we are in Christ 
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then he is gradually making us whole or complete. We are being transformed into the image 

of Christ from glory to glory just as from the Lord the Spirit” according to 2 Cor. 3:18.  

So that’s the first encouragement to agreement. Christ is not divided and its Christ’s purpose 

for his followers not to be divided. His prayer for us is “that they may all be one.”  

The second rhetorical question is Paul was not crucified for you was he?’ The answer is 

obvious and he was trying to get the Corinthians to see that they didn’t owe Paul Apollos or 

Cephas anything but that they owed their brand new life to Jesus Christ. He was crucified for 

their sins. It was because of Christ that they had forgiveness and eternal life, not because of 

Apollos, Peter or Paul. 

We’ve got to be careful. People in churches  become almost like devotees of a person or a 

movement or get so hung up a  particular doctrine  and it could be any doctrine, that they  

lose sight of Christ. To illustrate this imagine a company board meeting with 12 executives 

and they decide that  building a proposed new factory in another part of the country is not 

viable. Building it and running it at a loss would harm the viability of the whole company. So 

they vote it down, 11 to 1. The  board member who came up with the idea and did a lot of the 

planning insists that it can be done and keeps arguing the case  until he is ruled out of order 

by the chairman. He gets angry and resigns.  

It can be like that in the church too if we are not careful. Doctrine is important but some 

doctrines are more important than others and the well-being of the whole church must be 

considered. The point is that, if whatever position we hold to fervently begins to obscure the 

work and person of Christ in our theology then it will become divisive and harm the church. 

There will be disunity. Jesus is the only one who can unite us and he does so through the 

cross. We can only come to God via the cross of Christ. As one commentator put it, ”the 

ground at the cross is level”.  We are all equal at the foot of the cross. We are all sinners in 

need of atonement. If we move away from the cross we move away from the place of 

reconciliation with God and with each other.  

A good place to be together on level ground around the cross is at the Lord’s Supper table 

where we can put all our disagreements aside and come together unified in Christ. We all 

come together as sinners washed clean by the blood of Christ. We come acknowledging our 

disunity which is always caused by sin in the form of heard hearts, error or lack of love. Then 

we gratefully celebrate our unity as brothers and sisters reconciled to God and one another by 

the sacrifice of Christ. 

So we find agreement in the fact that all things are ours in Christ and through the cross of 

Christ and thirdly through the Lordship of Christ. Paul asks, “Were you baptised in the name 

of Paul?  

To be baptised in someone’s name is to literally be signed over to that person because 

baptism is sign and seal of belonging to God. When God gave Abraham the sign of 

circumcision he prefaced that by “I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 

descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant to be God to 

you and to your descendants after you.” Similarly in the great commission Jesus commanded 

the disciples to make more disciples of all nations by baptising them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
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So baptism implies ownership. God says I will be your God you will be my people.  

So Paul was making the point that when the Corinthians received Christian baptism they 

didn’t become the devotees of Paul Apollos or Peter but they become the people belonging to 

Jesus Christ. The last thing Paul wanted was for anyone to say “well I was baptised by Paul” 

as if that was better than being baptised by  Timothy or Apollos or someone else. Paul 

seemed to be aware of the possibility of attracting a cult following so he was thankful that 

providentially he only baptised a few of the Corinthians, Crispus the Synagogue leader , 

Gaius and the household of Stephanus and maybe a few others.   

For Paul preaching was of prime importance, because as he said in verse 17 “Christ did not 

send me to baptise but to preach the gospel and not in cleverness of speech that the cross of 

Christ should not be made void.”    

So for Paul is was the meaning of baptism that counted that when we are baptised we belong 

to the Lord Jesus who washes us clean by his sacrifice on the cross. That is the important 

thing. Baptism is a mark of belonging to the Lord rather than the manner in which it is done 

or who does the baptising. Have you received Christian baptism? Then you belong to Jesus 

Christ so live as though you belong. The Heidelberg Catechism sums it up well in LD 26. 

Baptism signifies that our sins are forgiven and that  we are members of Christ  so that we 

become more and more dead to sin and increasingly live a holy and blameless life” . 

So in conclusion we may not agree on every point of doctrine though on the essential points I 

trust we do all agree.  

So, for the that sake of unity of our church let us make sure that we never allow personal 

preferences or differing understanding of relatively minor issues cause us to lose sight of 

Christ. We have all things in him. His word is sufficient for all of  faith and life. We are 

equally sinful and therefore equally saved by the cross of Christ.  Let us all therefore joyfully 

submit to the Lordship of Christ . Amen 


