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God is in Control 

Jeremiah 29:1-14 

Daniel 1  

By way of introduction to the book of Daniel let’s begin with a brief outline of the history of 

that era.  

2 Kings 23:29 says that  Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt travelled North to the King of Assyria 

to expand Egyptian control in the region. As he travelled through Israelite territory King 

Josiah, who had enacted the reforms in Israel went from Jerusalem to Megiddo in order  to 

prevent Neco from succeeding in his mission. Egyptian success would mean a loss of 

territory and power to Josiah. 2 Kings 23:29 records that Josiah went to meet him and 

Pharaoh slew him at Megiddo. From there Pharaoh travelled to Assyria  and controlled the 

region for several years during which time Jehoiakim king of Judah took the throne in Judah. 

During this time Babylon (under King Nebopolassar and then from 606BC his son 

Nebuchadnezzar) became the dominant power in the region. Egypt was defeated, 

Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city of Jerusalem, overpowered it and carried away some of the 

temple articles and placed them in a temple dedicated to the Babylonian god’s.  That was 

how conquerors acted in those days. They wanted everyone  to see that their people and their 

god’s were stronger than the god’s of their enemies. 

However the history of God’s dealing with Israel and the nations shows that those world 

leaders who boasted in their own power and glory  and who regarded the God of Israel as a 

weak local deity were mistaken.  

Similarly those who think today that God is remote and disinterested in what goes on in his 

creation have got it badly wrong and those who say there is no God are “fools” according to 

Psalm 14 & 53.  

The book of Daniel  tells us that God is in control of his covenant community, kings and 

nations. We are reminded of  that in this first chapter in two ways.  

1. The first aspect of God’s sovereignty we find in Daniel 1 is seen in the humbling of the 

covenant community. In the first two verses we read about the king of Babylon besieging 

Jerusalem and that the Lord gave Jehoiakim, king of Judah and to Nebuchadnezzar’s hand.  

Having Nebuchadnezzar’s army take control of Judah’s capital city will have been shocking 

for the Jews. Watching Babylonian soldiers lay their hands on the sacred temple treasures 

was unthinkable, their worst nightmare. The Hebrews had thought that from the time of 

David and Solomon, the royal line would continue, culminating in the arrival of the promised 

Messiah. The expectation was that under the Messiah’s reign Israel would triumph 

completely and comprehensively over all the nations. There would be peace and prosperity 

for all to enjoy.  Jerusalem and the temple were the sign that God was with his people and 

would fulfil his promise to them . But with the Babylonians capturing the city and ransacking 

the temple and left them wondering “where was God?  How could the Lord could have  

allowed that to happen? We are His covenant children the apple of his eye aren’t we?”   

Hove you ever asked that question when something has gone badly wrong? “Lord, why is this 

happening what have I done?” As though we should only expect good things to happen to us. 
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We forget that sometimes the good we need which God graciously gives us is humility.  This 

is what the Lord was doing for Jerusalem and Daniel 1 :1-2 tells us how that happened.  

Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem ransacked the temple and took some of the articles back 

to the land of Shinar and the house of his god. The mention of Shinar takes us back to 

Genesis 11:2  when the human  population began to increase after the flood. Some settled on 

the plain of Shinar and built a tower in order to make a name for themselves. So the Lord 

scattered the people by confusing their language and from then on the place became known 

as Babel, later known as Babylon.  

So the name Shinar reminds us of world powers which rise in opposition to God and 

throughout salvation history. From Genesis to Revelation 18,  the name Babylon that former 

city situated on the plain of Shinar is associated  , the antithesis between sin and grace,  the 

world and the church,  the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan, Christ and the 

antichrist.  

The book of Daniel describes the part of that struggle during the early days of the exile. It 

tells us that the struggle involves individuals as well as nations. The struggle is felt most 

keenly by God’s covenant people who time and time again are faced with having to wage 

spiritual warfare against the enemies of God. The Book of Revelation illustrates the intensity 

of that struggle.  However as with the book of Daniel, a key theme in Revelation is  that God 

is firmly in control and will have the final victory.  

For God’s children the battles are on two fronts. In Revelation 13 the dragon has two 

accomplices; a)  those who attack God’s people from without as the Babylonian army 

attacked Jerusalem and as today various forces of evil attack the church. b) The other 

accomplice is the enemy from within. In the days leading up to the exile this enemy consisted 

of false prophets Israelite priests who sacrificed to Baal and kings like Ahab who promoted 

idol worship  and were practiced at doing evil.  

This helps us to understand why Jerusalem was being humbled by God through their being 

subdued by Nebuchadnezzar’s armies. They were persistent idolaters. Both Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel who were  contemporaries of Daniel bear this out in their prophetic writings.   

So that reminds us,  as God covenant children we can’t presume automatic blessings and  that 

everything will go well for us simply because of our status as Christians. There are many 

passages in the NT such as the letters to the churches in Revelation which tell us  God will 

humble churches and individuals who promote error, live double lives, are proud or are 

divisive. In some cases godly people suffer through such times of humbling as well.  

Daniel and his friends are described as showing aptitude for every kind of learning. They 

were  well informed and quick to understand. As young Jewish men they would have been 

trained in the law and wisdom literature of the Scriptures! Nevertheless they were dragged 

away, by force,  from their homes,  their families and their country. And God is the One who 

made it happen.. Verse 2 says that the Lord gave Jehoiakim into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand.  

Some years earlier the prophet Jeremiah warned the Jews that would happen. In Jeremiah 

1:14 it says that a nation coming from the north would inflict disaster on God’s people.  

Everyone was caught up in it, however for those who humbly trusted the Lord in both good 

times and difficult times His plans for us are for welfare and not calamity to give us a future 

and a hope as Jeremiah puts it.  
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2. That leads me to the second point and that is that even in judgment God provides for the 

continuation of his promises and the preservation of his covenant community. Its clear in 

the early chapters of Daniel’s prophecy that Nebuchadnezzar was being guided by the Lord, 

not just as an agent of judgment against the apostate nation Israel but also as an agent of 

preservation of the Jews. We notice this in two ways  

First rather than destroy the temple articles Nebuchadnezzar preserved them  so that 

eventually after the period of exile they would be returned to Jerusalem by Ezra and the 

42,000 returning exiles for the temple services in the second temple.  

Then there was the actions of Ashphenaz, mentioned in verse 3 one of the king’s court 

officials who was ordered to bring members of the royal family, nobility and young men with 

intelligence and ability into the city of Babylon. They were to be educated in the ways of 

Babylonian literature and culture. So, though the way of rulers like Nebuchadnezzar was 

often dictatorial and tyrannical, it turns out that Nebuchadnezzar was as much a builder as he 

was a destroyer. He was a man of war and peace. In fact  the first few chapters of the book 

show him to be a far sighted city planner  who wanted to see his kingdom prosper  and one 

way of doing that was to absorb the achievements and ability’s of those he had captured  into 

the city of Babylon itself .  

And so the plan was that the strong young men, Daniel included would assist 

Nebuchadnezzar in achieving his goals through their skills and wisdom,  knowledge and 

understanding.  However first they need to be trained at the Babylonian public service 

academy before they could enter the king’s service.  

So what would they and the other exiles do? There are three possibilities 

No doubt some of them  thought that the best thing to do was embrace their new life in 

Babylon, forget about their peculiar heritage with its religious distinctive and their food laws 

, Perhaps some of the parents of exiled families were keen to have their boys join the kings 

academy in Babylon. Times were moving on and so why not move with the times? 

Then there will have been those who were suspicious of all change and who made every 

effort remain separate from everything and anything to do with the Babylonian way of life. 

In their view Nebuchadnezzar’s offers of education for future leadership, acculturalisation 

programs and his plans to unify and bless all people’s under his rule were as dangerous as 

Israel living under the tyranny of Pharaoh in Egypt. This view was expressed in Psalm 137 

“By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. On the willows we 

hung our lyres. For our captors required of us songs and our tormentors mirth saying sing us 

one of the songs of Zion. How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?  

A third group, including Daniel and his friends took another approach. Perhaps they were 

influenced by Jeremiah’s letter where he advised the captives to build houses, plant gardens, 

get married, have families and work for the welfare of the city for in its welfare God’s people 

would find their welfare.”  

So it seems Daniel and his friends took Jeremiah’s advice. They entered Nebuchadnezzar’s 

academy and even accepted new names.  Daniel, whose name means “God is my judge” took 

on the name  Belteshazzar which means; “may Bel (otherwise known as the pagan God 
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Marduk), protect his life!” What’s in a name after all! However the text clearly shows that 

there were definite limits to their cooperation with Babylon. 

Outwardly Daniel and his friends became Babylonians, but inwardly, when it came to matters 

of faith and those practices where it mattered, they remained true to God. This was 

demonstrated by the fact that they asked and by God’s grace were permitted to eat vegetables 

and drink water rather than eat the diet  of the Babylonians. Not that the food and wine itself 

mattered so much. After all Jesus did say that nothing outside a man going in him can defile a 

man  but the things which come out of a man are what defile him. 

However under Daniel’s circumstances it was a matter of remaining distinct, and true to the 

laws of God . So he had to draw a line because compromise in one area of the law of God 

would result in compromise in other areas such as mixed marriages or syncretistic worship 

which is what went wrong in Jerusalem in those days They would worship Baal alongside 

YHWH. For Daniel to be of any use to the Lord and his people he needed to remain undefiled 

by sin.  

This is as true today is it was then.  As Christians we are bound to feel the tension of living in 

a changing world. Things which were barely mentioned let alone permitted half a century 

ago, such as quickie divorces, homosexuality, promiscuity, access to information good and 

bad, are now the new norms in today’s society with much of it having political sanction as 

well.  

So while we must work for the welfare of the society God has placed us in we can’t possibly 

follow every new norm without compromising or losing our power to witness for Christ. The 

purpose of Christ’s life death and resurrection was to liberate us from sin and the customs and 

ways which can corrupt us morally and spiritually. In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 we are 

encouraged not to forget that we have been cleansed by the blood of Christ to live a new life 

in Christ; a life where we must know where to draw the line. The cross of Christ is put before 

us time and time again to remind us what it cost to make us clean.  

 So since the spirit of this age is not that of Christ we must come to a point where  we have to 

draw the line  in order to keep faith with Christ.  

For example there is sin in certain forms of political activity, certain aspects of the media or 

publishing, certain types of entertainment, certain websites people can access, certain types of 

relationships, and some activities on the Lord’s Day. In order to preserve the nation the 

Godly Daniel made up his mind, not to defile himself.  

This is what we are called to do too; resolve not to go to certain places do certain things 

which would compromise our standing as Christians.  By having that resolve we preserve a 

stable family and church life and have an influence for good in our society just as Daniel and 

his friends did in Babylon 604BC. 

However the point of all this is that throughout this process God was in control preserving his 

covenant community. Verse 9 says that God granted Daniel favour and compassion in the 

sight of the commanders. Under other circumstances any hint of subordination may have cost 

them their heads but God saw to it that Daniel and his friends impressed their overseers and 

the king himself who noted their ability and wisdom.  
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So that tells us that God is in control of history in the great and small events. His control is 

for the primary purpose of seeing his plan of salvation, centred on the person and work of 

Christ, come to fruition. His purpose here in chapter 1 is seen in  a) judgment on an apostate 

nation and  b) the preservation of Daniel and the  believing remnant for the sake of Christ.   

We notice at the end of chapter 1 that Daniel continued till the first year of Cyrus the king of 

Persia. Well Babylon fell to Cyrus in 539BC, 66 years after Daniel was deported as a youth 

to Babylon. Daniel may have been 80 years old by then. Many things changed drastically 

during this time. When Nebuchadnezzar died his son was nothing like the statesman his 

father was. He squandered much of what Nebuchadnezzar had built up. But the prophet 

Daniel was still there through a succession of rulers doing the Lord’s work.  

That remind us that that the one who trusts ion God  and his promises and who resolves  to 

obey God’s laws,  possess the spirit of God , is able to draw the line and not compromise 

when necessary,.. and is used by God to help build his church.  

In Conclusion what are we to take home with us from Daniel chapter 1? 

a) First we are to trust that God is in control He is sovereign over all the events in this world. 

He raises one king or nation up and brings and other down according to his will, plan and 

purpose. 

That applies to us here in New Zealand today as well.  

When things are going well for us we can give thanks.  

When things are not going so well according to our estimation then we are called to be 

patient and maintain our trust in God and his word who sends both weal and woe for the 

believers ultimate good.  To be humbled is for our good as well.  

b) And then throughout history God always provides for the continuation of his promises 

and the preservation of his covenant community for the sake of Christ and his church. 

So with that in mind, and as those who are aliens and stranger in a world which is not a 

natural friend of Christ’s we are to work in the world without compromise. 

Build houses, have families, work for the welfare of the city but then know where to draw the 

line as Daniel did. We belong to Jesus Christ  who went to the cross for us. Let’s not forget 

what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:11. You were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the spirit of our God. You were bought 

with a price therefore honor God with your body. 

Amen 

  


