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Greetings and Thanksgiving  

Reading:  Acts 18:1-17  Text: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. 

 

By way of introduction some background on Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church 1 

Corinthians 2:3 says that when Paul first arrived in Corinth he came with fear and trembling. 

Some used to say “to live like a Corinthian” was to live a life of debauchery. On the 

Acrocorinth a hill standing about 600 meters above the city stood the temple of Aphrodites 

the Greek goddess of love. The 100s of priestesses (who were prostitutes) came down  to the 

city when evening fell and plied their trade . At the foot of the Acrocorinth was the temple of 

Melkart the god of navigation a suitable local deity for a city which had ports either side. In 

the city itself stood the temple of Apollo whose statues stood around the city in various poses 

of virility. The temple of Apollo employed male prostitutes. Corinth was therefore known to 

be place were aberrant sexual practice was commonplace. So one can understand why it was 

that felt to out of place in the city of Corinth. We might feel the same way if we were to walk 

down Cuba street in Wellington late at night or Kings Cross in Sydney. 

But this was where the Lord wanted Paul to work during this stage of his second missionary 

Journey around AD 50  and the Lord would provide for him. We read in Acts 18 that as soon 

as he arrived he found Aquila and Priscilla whom he later described as loyal fellow workers 

in the cause of the gospel.  According to Acts 18 a number of converts were made when Paul 

began preaching in the synagogue including the synagogue leader Crispus . So together with 

Priscilla and Aquila Paul worked as a tentmaker for his living and preached in the city for 18 

months helping establish a Corinthian church.  

His letter was written about two years after his ministry at Corinth towards the end of his 2 

year stay at Ephesus toward the end of the second missionary journey.  Although Corinth was 

a difficult place to work in God established a church there and  so the first thing Paul wants to 

say as he writes to this church is to greet them and express his gratitude to God for the 

Corinthian church. As such Pau’s greeting and words of thanks tell us whose church it really 

is and what od has done for the church. So we’ll look at the text in these two parts.  

1. Greetings                                                                                                                                                                 

Looking at the letter to the Corinthians as a whole it seems it was a large church with a lot of 

issues. These included divisions where some favored one leader over another. There were 

cliques. Some of the Christians were aloof from others at their fellowship meals the rich kept 

to themselves and wouldn’t associate with the poor. Church discipline seemed to be lax as 

were moral standards in the case of some individuals. Some in the church struggled to put off 

the old self with its pagan ‘Corinthian’ lifestyle.  Still others seemed to think freedom in 

Christ meant that it didn’t matter whether or not you offended the brother with a weaker 

conscience  over eating meat offered to idols and the like. Others were big on the dramatic 

upfront visible gifts  but short on love. So looking at the church at Corinth from a human 

perspective it had plenty of problems, members struggling with sin others with a lack of love 

and there were cliques.  

If you looked at the church at Corinth,  or any church with a critical eye, then sure enough 

you’d find problems, sin,  divisions, heresies, weaknesses  and wonder how can such a 
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church survive or even grow?  And yet such churches do survive and grow and serve Christ, 

providing Christ is in the church. Opening 9 verses of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians tell us 

how. 

In his greeting Paul introduces himself as an apostle sent to the churches by the will of God. 

The Lord called Paul into his work as an evangelist for the purposes of establishing the 

church so it was God’s will that a church be established at Corinth. It was also God’s will that 

Sosesthenes a one time persecutor of the church (as we read in Acts 18) became an associate 

of Paul in the church at Ephesus from where Paul wrote his letter. So as Paul put it in verse 2 

the church was not Paul’s church. He didn’t talk about my church but God’s Church.  

Similarly we might be accustomed to taking about ‘our’ church  or ‘my’ church but the 

reality is that we are the church belonging to God. We are his church. He is the builder. We 

are the ‘living stones he uses to build the church with according to 1 Peter 2:5. This is further 

established by the fact that the Corinthians  were Saints by calling.. Romans 8:29 says “those 

God predestined he also called”.  The Lord  builds  his church by effectually calling the elect 

to be a part of it.  

So while Paul needed to address a number of problems in this church  he nevertheless greets  

them as saints and those who have been sanctified by Christ. We usually think of 

sanctification as a process in the Christian life. It is a work of the Holy Spirit in which we as 

Christians cooperate. We grow in grace and begin to exercise the gifts and the fruits of the 

Spirit. Paul’s use of the term  in 1 Cor. 1 reveals another dimension. Christians are sanctified 

in Christ  i.e. made holy by the blood of Christ so that when we’re in Christ God doesn’t see 

us as sinners but as saints..   

No doubt that truth about the Christians standing before God as ‘holy’ helped Paul as he 

wrote his letter and addressed the many problems which had surfaced in the Corinthians 

church since his ministry there.  His starting point wasn’t all the problems but that he was 

dealing with saints, holy ones. That meant that his attitude towards them was first and 

foremost as fellow members of Christ’s church and one of brotherly love. Paul knew that 

there is no condemnation in Christ but also that he could hold his fellow Christians to the 

standard of being saints and call them to account as he did many times in the letter. 

So this greeting also teaches us how we must regard our church. This is God’s church and 

then our church because God called us into this church in the first place. In fact that is what 

the word church (which is ecclesia in the Greek) means.  Ek means ‘out of’. Klesia comes 

from the Greek word Kaleo which means ‘to call’. Therefore the church consists of those 

whom God has called out of the world into His Church.  

That means before anything else we must each other as dearly loved and blessed by God and 

as brothers and sisters in Christ. And this is true for all, everyone who as Paul; puts it calls on 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our unity as a church is through our mutual faith in Christ 

and we exhibit that unity when we invoke the name of the Lord Jesus in our prayers 

corporately (as we do in worship or Bible studies and privately in our own rooms at home.  

And notice how Paul ends the greeting. “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ”. That reinforces the the reality that we are saints because God has made 

his peace with us through the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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So note well how the Paul greets the church on behalf of the Lord. That greeting applies to us 

and all who call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Though we are weak and sinful, in 

Christ we are saint;  privileged, loved and blessed by God with every reason to be thankful as 

Paul was for the Corinthians church and  which brings me to the second point  

2. Thanksgiving for the church.                                                                                                                                   

Paul gives thanks because of the fact that the Corinthian church has been amply endowed 

with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  He wrote “I thank my God concerning you for the grace of 

God given you in Christ Jesus  that in everything you were enriched in him in all speech and 

knowledge so that you are not lacking in any gift. Paul lists the spiritual gifts in chapter 12. 

Here he says in verse 7 that the Corinthians were “ not lacking in any gift”. So how was their 

gifting by the Holy Spirit evident? 

Well their confession of Christ in the city of Corinth confirmed the work of the Holy Spirit in 

the Corinthian church. The gospel was a stumbling block to the Jews, look how they treated 

the Christians in Acts 18 and foolishness to the Gentiles. Acts 18 also tells us that the 

proconsul Gallio was completely indifferent to religion elsewhere we find that many pagans 

persecuted the church. But in the face of such opposition the Corinthian Christians 

maintained their confession. And that was a testimony to the world that they had Christ and if 

they had Christ they had everything including the spiritual gifts . Ephesians 4;7 says to each 

one grace has been given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

This is true for our church too we’ve also been endowed with the gifts of God’s grace 

enabling our church to function as well as it does. We do notice that Paul singles out speech 

and knowledge  or in the Greek logos and gnosis. In Paul’s day that included teaching 

preaching, evangelism and prophecy, the gift of tongues and interpretation and 

encouragement and discernment. Any gift of knowledge or speech which edified the church.  

God is faithful in giving the church which confesses Christ these gifts. There’s no need really 

to look elsewhere.  Of course the sad thing is that all too often  church members naively think 

that another church in the area will be better than the one they attend hence the problem of 

church hopping. Others look to those whom they think are the spiritual elite as some did 

among the Gnostics in the second century AD or as some do today in following popular 

authors, preachers and conference speakers. However it has happened that members of 

faithful churches have been led into doctrinal error because of that. This is why, in Paul’s 

letters, all  Christians, then and now  are urged to watch out for the eloquent super apostles, 

or the gnostics, that is those who pretend to be on a higher plane spiritually than everyone 

else.  

We are on far safer ground when we recognise that among  ordained men in our churches 

who are under the authority of their sessions God has enriched our churches with all speech 

and knowledge today just as he did that for the first century churches in Corinth or in 

Ephesus or in Thessalonica and so on.. He is not slack in distributing gits to the churches. 

Sure these gifts need to be discovered, developed and exercised. That means we should all 

ask,  “what God gifts has God given me?” and “how can I use that gift to be a living stone  

and help build the church God has placed me in?”  
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Even so we can give thanks for the gifts we have  and especially since we do have a strong 

commitment in our churches to the truth of God’s word and a rigorous training program for 

those who have the gift and desire to preach.  

Let’s give thanks that in Christ we are not lacking in any gift. In him we have all things 

including all the gifts of the Holy Spirit along with the  forgiveness of sins, reconciliation 

with God and a strong assurance of salvation, because according to verse 7, those who are in 

Christ eagerly await the revelation of Jesus Christ  who shall confirm us to the end , 

blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ  because God is faithful .  

So we see that not only is Paul joyful about the present resources in the church but he is 

confident about the future of the church whatever ups and downs the church might face in the 

meantime.  

Why? Because the One who called us into fellowship with Christ and one another is faithful! 

In other words if we have been called to share in this Christian fellowship then  God will not 

abandon us  or go back on his word. We can depend on Him.  He is not fickle or forgetful or 

arbitrary. He is committed to perfecting his saints and having us reach the incorruptible life. 

God’s faithfulness to the church extends to that day and into eternity. And it says in verse 8 

that he will keep us blameless on that day.  

Now if we look at ourselves then we’d all have a legitimate fear of being found guilty before 

the judgment throne of God on that day. The good news is that God has already dealt with 

our sin at the cross of Christ. So rather than hearing a verdict “Guilty as charged!” on 

judgment day God will ensure that no charge or accusation can be laid against those who are 

in Christ, whether by our consciences, others or Satan that great accuser of the brethren  

according to Revelation 12:10 . 

 No! “:Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies!”  And who 

are those who are justified?  All who call on the name of the Lord Jesus their Lord and ours.  

Therefore since we have been called to share in Christ here in this church we will also share 

in his glorification on that last day blameless.  We won’t be under judgment for our sin on 

that day Christ has suffered that judgment for us. If anything the NT teaches that we will 

exercise judgment along with Jesus Christ (1 John 2:28)  

We can be sure of that because God is faithful! 

So in conclusion Paul’s greeting t the church in Corinth helps us to see that our church is 

God’s church and  God looks at us as we are in Christ  called , justified sanctified and to be 

glorified and it is on that basis he says to us be who you are in Christ. 

Exercise your spiritual gifts and love one another as Christ first loved you.  We’ve been 

called to share in Jesus , let us abide in him and become more and more like him .  

God is committed to building his church therefore let us also unreservedly commit to the 

church where ever he places us. 

Amen., 


