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One like a Son of Man 

Text: Daniel 7 

 

We’ve come to that part of the book of Daniel which consists of a series of rather 

complex visions which are not easy to understand and have been the subject of quite a lot 

of very speculative exegesis and conclusions such as and I’ll quote a couple mentioned in 

my commentaries; the ten horns of the 4
th

 beast with the iron teeth were the “ten 

members of the European Common Market”, (that was back in the early 1970s, in any 

case).  Another one suggested that when Napoleon mounted his French Revolution he 

was thought to be the beast and the ten horns were the kingdoms Napoleon defeated.  

 

Careful exegetes of the Bible know that you cannot force prophecies such as the one in 

Daniel and similar ones in Revelation to fit some particular period of history. What we 

can  say and I hope this will become clear as we work our way though,… is that these 

prophesies are given to make us aware of the presence of forces in this world which 

oppose God and want to destroy the church in every age. They also show that God reigns 

and helps those who put their trust in Him.     

 

For example the church often finds herself under the heel of an oppressive government at 

one time or another.  

At other times and places governments and leaders are more sympathetic towards the 

church.  This has certainly been the case during the founding of New Zealand and today 

we can be thankful for a government which provides freedom of worship and evangelism.   

 

On the other hand there are other aspects which are not good such as vice given political 

and even here and there ecclesiastical sanction. For example some within the church do 

not regard the Bible as the Word of God or authoritative for faith and life. Some church 

leaders in NZ deny the divinity of Christ deny the miracles and so on. Just as Daniel was 

alarmed and his face grew pale at the political machinations in his day there is cause for 

alarm today at some of the godless laws which have been passed today.  

 

A pressing question is where is God in all this and how should we as Christians respond? 

That’s what we are going to consider from the Daniel 7 today. Well look at it in three 

parts 

 

1.  Evil Forces against the church 

2.  What is the Lord doing about it? 

3.  What must our Christian response be?  

 

Evil forces against the church 

Daniel was raised up by God to be a prophet to his people and to encourage the people of 

God during their period of exile. 605 to 538. That actually answers one aspect of the 

question “Where is God in all this mess?” In the case of the exiles God ensured that he 

always had a prophet encouraging the exiles with God’s word and when you think about 

it He always does.  Today we have pastors, elders and deacons as representatives of 

Christ to the church here on earth. God cares for us in that way. It’s a comforting thought. 
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As prophet God gave Daniel his word through visions and the ability to interpret dreams 

to comfort God’s people then and readers of his prophecies in future generations.  The 

dream we are looking at in particular was given to Daniel during the time of Belshazzar, 

son of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. So we’ve taken a little step backwards in time 

from events described at the end of chapter 6 when Daniel was serving under kind Darius  

in 538 BC back to when Belshazzar was still on the throne a few years earlier.    

At that time the prophet had a dream and saw visions of four beasts coming out of the 

sea. These were extraordinary beasts resembling lions with wings, bears tearing at flesh 

and four-headed leopards.  Fourth beast surpassed the other three in strength and ability 

to terrorize and crush everything in its path with its claws and large iron teeth.. It has ten 

horns with one horn rising and displacing three of the ten original horns. It possesses a 

eyes like a man and speaks boastfully. 

That dream had similarities to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, recorded in chapter 2 of Daniel, 

about the statue made of gold, silver bronze and iron representing four successive 

kingdoms. These rose and then fell and were ultimately surpassed by the kingdom of 

God. 

 

The interpretation of the four beasts of Daniel seven is similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream in that it also represents a succession of kingdoms which will ultimately give way 

to the One like a Son of Man, his dominion and to  the saints of the most high.  

 

However there is a significant difference between the two dreams and that is the 

description of the fourth Kingdom in Daniel’s dream represented by the 4
th

 beast with the 

ten horns.  

 

Well what is the meaning of this fourth beast? As I indicated earlier commentators differ. 

Some think it was the Greek empire. Others say it was the Roman Empire which was in 

power during the birth of Christ.  But a reading of the details of the text here in Daniel 

and comparing that with 2 Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 13 tell us that this fourth beast 

and the little horn that rises up from it represents a different kind of power. Rather than a 

local kingdom like the Babylonian or Persian kingdoms or even the Roman empire this 

kingdom would be a global power which would as verse 23 suggests devour the whole 

earth and tread it down and crush it.”. Furthermore the focus of this world power is quite 

specific. Verse 21 says that it wages war against the saints. It wants to destroy the people 

and kingdom of God. 

 

So considering its scope and specific nature, and comparing scripture with scripture this 

4
th

 beast can best be identified with  Paul’s “man of lawlessness” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.  

who opposes and exalts himself above  every other so called God or object of worship 

and takes his seat in the temple of God displaying himself as being a god. This was 

Satan’s ambition which he instilled into the hearts of Adam and Eve when he tempted 

them saying “you will be like God.” That same “man of lawlessness” is also similar to 

the beast  in Revelation 13 which also has ten horns, utters blasphemies  and had great 

wide power and authority.   He also wages war with the saints. There is quite a lot of 

agreement between the details of Revelation 13 and Daniel 7 concerning this beast. As 

for the ten horns these could represent a series of world empires and many have done a 
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lot of research and work in attempting to establish which kingdoms they represent.  

However as we look at Daniel’s interpretation of the vision he only makes general 

comments about the details describing them in such a way that makes it relevant in 

Daniel’s day and the struggles he had with successive rulers, to any number of political 

figures and movements today which are opposed to God and persecute the church.. 

 

Daniel also that this beast will change the set times and laws. In other words, he’ll 

influence governments and leaders and attempt to dictate and control world events.  

So as an example of that during the time of the exile the beast was represented by Haman 

who tried to exterminate all the Jews, and would have succeeded if God hadn’t raised up 

Mordecai and Esther.   The king from the North mentioned in Daniel 11 whose heart was 

set against God’s holy covenant is another example. This was probably Antiochus 

Epihpanes
 
 who  set up the abomination which caused desolation in the temple in 167BC 

and  who magnified himself  and said unheard of things against God. Later still the Beast 

is represented by Emperor Nero who regarded himself as a deity and who set out to 

destroy the 1
st
 century Church. The same could be said for Muhammed who in the 7th 

Century AD took Christian cities by the sword and sought to displace Christianity with 

his own brand of religion. The 3
rd

 Reich, Communism under Stalin, the Cultural 

Revolution under Mao are more recent examples of the beast engaging in the destruction 

of humanity and persecuting the Christian faith  

 

 

These have all tried to change set times and laws i.e. take control of world events with the 

intention of harming God’s people. They want to change the laws and deform civilization 

by doing so. They want to destroy its godly foundations.  What the law of God describes 

as right must be condemned as wrong. What the law of God regards as shameful must be 

seen as honorable.  Everything must be turned upside down. That’s why the beast is 

spoken of in the New Testament as the man of lawlessness and the antichrist.  

 

The Jews felt its power when the temple of God was desecrated. The New Testament 

church felt the power of the Antichrist during Nero’s reign when Christians were 

regularly thrown to the lions or wrapped in flammable materials to be used as human 

torches.  

 

We feel the power of the Antichrist when ungodly political leaders promote things which 

the Bible regards as evil or an abomination and who try to destroy that which God says is 

good. Thus prostitution is given political sanction. Sodomy and homosexuality are to be 

regarded as acceptable alternatives to God ordained heterosexuality within the lawful 

confines of marriage. Our western governments say it is fine to destroy unborn children 

in the womb. Homosexuals have been ordained as priests, ministers and bishops. The 

forth beast has his teeth of iron well and truly embedded in such churches. 

 

It’s all rather disturbing. As the text says that Daniel was greatly alarmed and his face 

grew pale.  Both Daniel and Revelation speak of a church militant and oppressed by 

governments and leaders who are under the thrall of an evil satanic power which has 
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global influence. And are we not also disturbed at godlessness and persecution in this day 

and age?  

 

In the second place, what is God doing about it? For starters let’s look at Daniel’s 

description of God; The Ancient of Days, the everlasting God .He is on his throne robed 

in white resembling purity, the throne ablaze in flames representing holiness. Thousands 

upon thousands attend to God. Myriads upon myriads stand before him. The beast 

represented by that last boastful horn with eyes like a man is speaking boastful words. In 

an instant he is slain and thrown into the fire! 

 

The impression Daniel gives by this image is that though the world may be in turmoil, 

God is on his throne and all the power and glory belongs to him. One little word and 

Satan is no more. But the time hasn’t come for that yet.  In verse 12 we read that demonic 

powers are given an extension of time. The best explanation is seen in Revelation 12 and 

John’s vision of the defeat Satan who is banished from heaven and thrown down to the 

earth and who pursues the woman representing the NT church in the wilderness.   

 

How does that look from our perspective? Well we can use Daniel as an example.  Daniel 

was caught up in a clash of worldly powers. He experienced and saw the persecution of 

God’s people. But he trusted in God and God delivered him. He and his friends were 

thrown into a fiery furnace. God delivered them unscathed. Daniel was thrown into the 

lions den. God delivered him. Furthermore here in chapter 7 God revealed to Daniel, the 

deliverance of all his people through the vision of one like a Son of Man coming with the 

clouds of heaven. 

It says that the one like a son of man approached the Ancient of Days and was lead into 

his presence. He was given dominion glory and a kingdom, that people, nations and men 

of every language might serve him and his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom which will 

not fade away.  

And further on in verse 18 it says that “the saints of the Most High will receive and 

possess the kingdom forever. 

 

What will the Ancient of Days and the One like a Son of Man do? It says that just when 

things appear to be lost for the church, the power of the beast will be destroyed. 

 

Now when we think of the history of the Jews between the exile and the time of Christ 

things appeared almost hopeless. The temple was desecrated and the people remained a 

remnant under foreign oppression. Revelation twelve portrays that time with a grotesque 

picture of a woman about to give birth to a child and a dragon standing in front of the 

woman ready to devour that child as soon as it was born. That of course was the time 

when the Christ child, the one like a son of man was about to be born.  

 

We know that Herod wanted to kill baby Jesus at that time and murdered all the Jewish 

baby boys in Bethlehem in his attempt. But he failed. The Christ child was born. He grew 

up in the care of Mary and Joseph until he was an adult and from the age of thirty he 

commenced his ministry which was to usher in the kingdom of God with power.  
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Demons were cast out, the sick were healed, the blind received their sight, the deaf could 

hear, the lame could walk and the good news of salvation was preached to the poor in 

spirit. And some dead were raised.  

Christ didn’t do all that for his own power and glory while he lived on this earth.  At the 

end of three years Christ suffered the cross of execution reserved for the lowest criminal 

though he was innocent. But it was right there on the cross that Christ destroyed the 

power of Satan and the power of sin over God’s people once for all time.  He made peace 

for us with God on that cross.  

The one like a Son of man then rose from the grave on the third day and ascended on the 

clouds into heaven and from that time has extended his kingdom around the world. 

And when the work of bringing in the elect through the gospel of salvation is complete, 

then He’ll come back,.. as Daniel says and other scriptures say,... with the clouds of 

heaven and His kingdom will be all in all and the Antichrist destroyed completely.  

 

So though we continue to struggle as the church militant. Though we are at times at the 

mercy of the powers of this world.  We are also the church triumphant because our God, 

the Ancient of Days reigns and his Christ has come.  He came to save us from our sin. 

His kingdom will continue to come until the appointed time when he will return and 

establish the new heavens and the new earth. 

 

In the meantime and this is the third thing,....the pressing question for you and I is, 

“what will you do with the kingdom?” 

Daniel tells us that when the Son of Man does his work, the saints will possess the 

kingdom. That is both a future hope as well as a present reality. I want to talk about the 

present reality for a moment. The kingdom of God is a number of things to you and I. I’ll 

list some of the important ones.  

 

a) Daniels revelation of the Ancient of Days and the appearance of ‘One like a Son of 

Man’ reminds us God is in control of the events of history. So through we might be 

horrified by terrorism and disappointed in godless governments and the like we can take 

courage in the knowledge that God is in control of his world. So as LD 10 of the HC 

teaches with God in control we can be thankful when things go well, patient when things 

do not and trust God for the future. 

 

b) Jesus said repent and believe the kingdom of God is near. As possessors of God’s 

kingdom we continue to live in repentance and faith and are assured of God’s 

forgiveness.  

 

c) As citizens of God’s kingdom we are urged to commit our lives to God. Jesus said seek 

first the Kingdom of God and all these things will be added unto you. Since the KOG can 

be defined as the rule of God living in the hearts of his people when we possess the 

kingdom and say Christ is my king we strive to live a life of love.  

 

d) Finally, being in the kingdom means that we must be watchful. We can learn a great 

deal from Daniel here. He lived and cooperated very closely with kings some better than 

others some worse.. But through he was involved with government leaders in high places 
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he was aware of the traps and the pitfalls and kept himself separate from them. He 

wouldn’t partake in their constant quest for pleasure.  He prayed daily in the quietness of 

his own room. He was different from other leaders and made a positive difference and he 

was an encouragement to his fellow believers.  

 

Well live in the midst of similar trials and temptations as Daniel was. Worldly ideas can 

influence us. We can be tempted to live our lives in pursuit of riches and pleasure and 

before you know it get caught up in sin one way or another. .Daniel shows us how to live 

in the world without becoming worldly and to be watchful.   

 

Being watchful means as Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, not being like those who are 

asleep or get drunk. Rather it involves remaining sober and awake and putting on faith 

love and hope! Stand firm. Trust in Christ. Hold on to that which we know is true and 

faithful,....., the word of God.  

 

In conclusion, the forces of evil are great and we certainly see that around the world and 

even in our own country.  Terrorism, false religions, godless governments abound. 

Already many antichrists have come. (1 John 2:18) But though that is true, God is 

sovereign and continues to work out His plan of salvation.  Christ the One like a Son of 

Man has come. His kingdom continues to come and His plan of salvation will not fail. 

We possess that kingdom together with Christ by grace through faith Amen.  

Amen 

 


