
 

Christ’s permanent, all sufficient Priesthood. 

Readings: Psalm 110; Text: Hebrews 7 (23-25) 

 

One of the problems in the church in the years leading up to the reformation of the church 

was false security people found in the confessional. The way Calvin put it was “Nothing 

gives greater confidence or license to sin than when having made confession to a priest  

and unburdened his load the confessor thinks he has transferred judgment from God  and 

bestowed it on the priest” It was as though the priest was a mediator  between the 

confessor and God rather than Christ. Another problem was the veneration of Mary 

mother of Jesus as co-Mediatrix of Christ. This continues to be a concern today. The 

Catholic catechism states, “Taken up to heaven she (Mary) did not lay aside this saving 

office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation. 

The selling of indulgences in Luther’s day was another invention which added to the 

Luther’s concerns as if by the payment of a sum of money one could gain remission of 

sins and earn points with God. 

 It was against such doctrinal error  that the reformers penned the term Solus Christus in 

order to emphasize the fact that there is only one way and one name under heaven by 

which men can be saved and that is though Jesus Christ.  

The letter to the Hebrews was written to make that point. It was written to help new 

Christians who once worshipped God under the Old Covenant’s and through the Aaronic 

priesthood, to realise that Christ was who He claimed to be;.... the radiance of God’s 

glory and the exact representation of His being, greater than the angels, than Moses, 

greater than the Aaronic priesthood, greater than all. He was however  made like us in 

order to become our merciful and faithful high priest,....to atone for our sins. Thus Christ 

superseded and  made obsolete the old covenant and the Aaronic priesthood and has 

become our one and only heavenly high priest. 

 

 

Verses 23-25 remind us of that,....of Christ’s permanent and all sufficient priesthood. 

Well consider it in three parts. 

1.  His permanent achievement 

2.  His limitless power 

3.  Hi present ministry 

 

First his permanent achievement. Over the centuries the Jewish people were served by 

thousands of priests. Of those who were unfaithful God would say, “The multitude of 

your sacrifices what are they to me?,  says the Lord. I have more than enough of burnt 

offerings of rams and the fat of fattened animals”. I Isaiah’s day many were merely going 

through the motions of sacrifice and service, all the while weighed down with iniquity 

and  corruption according to Isaiah 1:4. But there were also many dedicated and faithful 

priests whose service was pleasing to God  and edifying for the people of God but whose 

work would sooner of later be terminated by death. As it says in verse Hebrews 7:23 says 

“death prevented them from continuing in office.”  So just in that sense the Aaronic 

priesthood had its limitations. But it had limitations in other ways too. The sacrifices they 



performed were as Hebrews 9:10 says “external regulations.” They had no power to clear 

the conscience or to save. And in chapter 10:11 it says “Day after day every priest stands 

and performs his religious duties again and again he offers the same sacrifices which can 

never talk away sins” 

 

Nevertheless the Aaronic priesthood had an important purpose and that was to reveal the 

grace of God and point to the one whose priesthood is permanent and that is the 

priesthood of Jesus Christ.  Earlier in the chapter the writer, in making the case for 

Christ’s permanent priesthood, compares Christ to Melchisadek. In Genesis chapter 14 

we find that Melchisadek is the King of Salem who meets Abram after Abram rescued his 

nephew lot from the Elamites. Melchisadek is described there as “priest of the most high” 

who blessed Abram and to whom Abram gave one tenth of everything he had. The writer 

to the Hebrews points out that Melchisadek means “king of righteousness” and his 

position as king of Salem indicates that he was the king of peace. He adds that 

Melchisadek had no father or mother was without beginning or end and remains a priest 

for ever.   

 

Thus,...Jesus Christ was born not out of the house of Levi, in the line of the Aaronic 

priesthood,....  but He was born out of the house Judah in the kingly line and received his 

priesthood from the order of Melchisadek which was a permanent priesthood.  

 

The early Christians and readers of the letter were most likely Jewish Christians of the 

dispersion who lived in Italy  and who were suffering increasing persecution under Nero 

For them this letter will have been an encouragement and comfort, especially since some 

were tempted to shrink back into Judaism on account of the persecution.  

The knowledge that Christ had ascended into heaven to be their permanent heavenly high 

priest gave them courage to and stand firm in the face of persecution.  

They knew they served a living savior whose love, justice, power, and mercy never 

changes.  

 

We live in a world of change. We change houses, jobs, churches at times. In New Zealand 

we’ve seen a lot of social change. Our feelings change, our circumstances change, our 

addresses change. But there is one person who is the same yesterday, today and 

tomorrow. There is one person on whom we can always rely and that is Jesus Christ. He 

is our permanent high priest who is always there for us and who does not change.  

His love for you does not change. Our love fluctuates depending on our mood feelings 

circumstance, and so on. “God’s love endures forever” as the Psalmist says. 

His forgiveness for you doesn’t change. When we put our faith in Jesus and his sacrifice 

for sin then the promise stands, “If we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive 

us all our sins.”  

His promises do not change, such as the promise that he would be with us to the end of 

the age, his promise that he always lives to intercede for us and his promise of a new 

heaven and a new earth. We can trust these promises because they are contained in the 

word of God which does not change. All this says volumes about Christ and His role as 

our high priest. 



2. In the second place His power is limitless. The writer to the Hebrews wrote  that death 

prevented the Aaronic priests from continuing in office.”  

Our High Priest,.... Jesus Christ overcame death and ascended into heaven as a 

demonstration of his limitless power.   

That means, as Hebrews 7:25 puts it,..... He is able to save completely those who come to 

God through Him.”  

 

That means, according to Hebrews, that Jesus is a sufficient  savior. There was no further 

need for that old sacrificial system to which many felt obligated to or were still attracted 

to. No need for that. Christ is sufficient.  

 

Similarly for us it means the same that there is no need for any other performance or work 

on our part in order to be acceptable to God either.  

 

Its not as if people are saved by a little bit of believing plus a little bit of their own doing.  

No can anyone say to you well you need to do have this or that as well as Christ, For the 

Jewish Christians in the first century some thought that faith plus circumcision  was 

necessary for salvation. Just before the  reformation Luther struggled with his own lack of 

righteousness. He was forever tormented with the thought that he wasn’t good enough to 

be reconciled to God, that he needed to measure up,…. until he understood God’s 

righteousness imputed to the believer.  For some in churches today that struggle is still 

there.  They are made to believe membership in a cult or sect or  full immersion believers 

baptism are all necessary pre-requisites for salvation.  

  

The text says “He is able to save, not partially  but completely. Christ is all we need for 

our salvation.  

 

Further more we don’t need to think that while we are in Christ that He wont be able to 

finish the work that he started.  

 

Some times Christians fall into sin and then find it difficult  to forgive themselves. They 

feel ashamed and behave as if their sin can’t be atoned for any more. So they fall away, as 

if Christ’s saving work on the cross has some kind of limit,... or as if  once you believe 

you have to work out the rest of your salvation by behaving yourselves perfectly for the 

rest of your lives. Well think about that last doctrine in the 5 points of Calvinism called 

“the perseverance of the saints”. In article 7 it says “He preserves us in the incorruptible 

seed of regeneration from perishing or being totally lost, by his Word and Spirit.”  

 

Others may fall into depression and find they can’t get out of it. They wonder why they 

feel like that all the time and begin to doubt their salvation and so fall further into despair.  

Think about those footsteps in the sand.  First there were two people walking along the 

beach side by side leaving two lots of footprints, and then suddenly one set of footprints 

disappears and the other continues....  

The message that illustration gives us is that for those who are in Christ, when we are no 

longer able to walk because of our infirmities, then Christ will surely carry us through.  



He doesn’t start something without finishing it. 

Romans 8: 29ff puts it beautifully “Those God fore-knew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the likeness of his son, those he predestined  he also called, those he called 

he also justified those he justified he also glorified.” 

 

In Philippians 1:6 Paul is confident that “he who began a good work in you will carry it 

on to completion until the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

From the words of Christ himself in John 17:1 his high priestly prayer; “Glorify your son 

that your son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might 

give eternal life to all those you have given him. Further on in verse 12 “None has been 

lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.” 

 

 

God the Father didn’t send his son in order to do things by halves.  

He sent his Son to do all the work of salvation on your behalf.  

It’s not Christ’s work plus a bit of ours!  

It’s not even Christ’s work, plus our leap of faith!  

Salvation is entirely a work of God.  

As “the exact representation of the nature of God, who uphold all things by the word of 

his power” Christ is sufficient for you and for me.  

The work he has begun in us He will see through to completion.  

 

 

So Jesus Priesthood is permanent, He has unlimited power  

 

3. That then brings me to the third thing Christ’s present ministry.  

 

Verse 25b says “He always lives to intercede for them.”  While  the letter to the Hebrews 

has a lot to say about Christ’s redemptive sacrifice on the cross being a once and for all 

sacrifice for sin, it also tells us about Christ’s  present work, in heaven,  for his people.  

 

His saving mission now complete, Christ supports and sustains us through his own 

ministry of prayer. These prayer between Christ and God the Father are specifically for 

“them” that is all those whom God has given Jesus to save. “He was received into heaven 

for our sakes” That means that the life and kingdom and glory of Christ continue to work 

in the interests of all God’s elect including his intercessory prayer on our behalf.  

 

We have an idea of the content of Christ’s prayer from John 17 where Jesus prayed for 

the disciples and all believers.   

There we find that Christ prays for believers sanctification: that we might grow in race 

and obedience.   

He prayed for the unity of the church that we might work towards being one in Christ .  

He prayed for an increased witness that the world may believe that the Father sent the 

son.  



His was a prayer for increased and more effective evangelism by the church.  

He prays that his disciples might enjoy increased blessings, they might more and more 

see God’s glory and see the love of God as being the source of all blessing.  

 

There is more in Christ’s high priestly prayer in John 17 but the things I’ve mentioned 

should give us a clear enough picture of our Lord’s intercession for us;…which is, that 

that Christ continues to intercede for us in order to strengthen the church that in turn the 

church together with the savior will together bring glory to the Father Son and Holy 

Spirit. 

 

And so,…as we participate in the Lord’s supper again this morning we will again be 

reminded that we have a saviour who has completely finished the work of salvation. His 

broken body and shed blood was enough. God’s justice was satisfied, Christ rose from 

the dead and ascended to heaven to the right hand of the Father where his  priesthood is 

permanent, His power  limitless and where He  is always there for us interceding for 

us  and enabling us to come to the Father through Him.  

 

Therefore. may we ever,....   fix our eyes of faith on Him the author and perfector of our 

faith 

Amen 


