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Daniel 8 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

The goat and the little horn 

In this prophetic section of Daniel’s book he wrote about the visions God had given him 

during the difficult period in the salvation history of God’s people during their years of exile. 

The visions God gave Daniel seem stange to us who live in the 21
st
 century but they were 

given in the language of a people who lived closer to creation and God’s creatures than those 

of us who live in the man-made iron and concrete cities as we do today. For them symbols of 

power were not city sky scrapers, fighter jets or submarines but they were the horns and 

hooves of charging beasts and the power and ferocity of preying animals such as lions bears 

and leopards and even the claws of eagles.  

And as the angel Gabriel explained,  these powerful  creatures symbolised kings and nations 

which fought against each other won victories suffered defeats and in the case of the 

prophecy  in chapter 8 deliberately set out to persecute God’s people.  

An important purpose of the prophecy is to help make God’s people aware of the world we 

live in. Human nature hasn’t changed. In our day we’ve also witnessed the rise and fall of 

presidents and prime ministers. We’ve seen wars between nations and the persecution of the 

church. Daniel 8 reminds us of the ever present reality of conflict in this fallen world in 

which we live.  

A second and perhaps the primary purpose is to remind hearers and readers of the prophecy 

that  with God there is always hope no matter how dark the days may seem to us. The power 

of evil, through at times fierce,… is limited  and will come to an end. So for those who trust 

in God there is hope. God puts ends oppression for the sake of Christ and his church. So let’s 

see how these truths are unpacked for us here in Daniel 8. We’ll consider the historical 

fulfilment of Daniels prophecy first and then its meaning for us today.  

1. The prophecy and its historical fulfilment.  

Daniel is in the city of Susa which was the capital of the Median and Persian empire and a 

place where many of the Jews lived Esther and Mordecai were there as was Nehemiah who 

was cup bearer to King Ahasuerus. It’s comforting to see that where God’s people were God 

made sure that God’s spokesmen were there as well, to warn, encourage and comfort His 

people.  

In Suza Daniel had another vision this time of a charging ram with one horn longer than the 

other. A strong male goat with a single horn positioned between the eyes overpowered the 

ram, threw it to the ground and trampled on it. Then it says that the male goat “magnified 

itself exceedingly” but at the height of its powers it collapsed and was replaced by four 

conspicuous horns and at a later time a small horn  grew dominant towards the south, east and 

the beautiful land. What follows indicates that this smaller horn was very destructive 

especially among the people of God. 

The interpretation to this dream was given by the Angel Gabriel, God’s messenger sent to 

help those who will inherit salvation according to Hebrews 1:14. According to Gabriel the 

Ram with uneven horns represented the kings of Media and Persia one more powerful than 



2 
 

the other. The goat with the one prominent horn represented the kingdom of Greece under 

Alexander the great. Alexander became king at age 20 when his Father Philip was 

assassinated and he inherited from his father a united kingdom, and a professional and 

experienced army . Immediately he set out on an expansion drive and defeated Darius king of 

Persia in 333BC, was welcomed as liberator in Egypt and a year later established the ancient 

city of Alexandria. He also captured Babylon and ventured further east into India. However at 

that point his troops refused to go further and Alexander was forced to return to Babylon 

where he died of fever at the age of 33.  

When Alexander died his empire fragmented into four kingdoms hence the four horns which 

rose up after the goat.  

Daniel’s vision then takes readers forward into time, to around 170BC. This was the time of 

the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, described as the little horn which threw its weight around 

in several directions and eventually homed in on and gained power in the glorious land, that 

is the land of the Jews. Once established there Antiochus devoted himself to destroying 

everything the Hebrew religion stood for. It says he “cast the stars down to the ground and 

trampled them down”. We can take that to mean that he deliberately selected the outstanding 

witnesses in the community and murdered them. This was followed by the ghastly business 

of attacks against the “Prince” or “Commander of the host”. This represented an attack 

against the worship God Antiochus targeted the Hebrew sacrificial system by placing an 

armed guard inside the temple and banning worship in the temple for 2,300 days, or between 

six and seven years.   

All of these future events were revealed to Daniel in the 3
rd

 year of Belshazzar’s reign i.e. 

around 549BC. This prophecy was fulfilled when the Greek empire flourished rapidly under 

Alexander the Great  between 333 and 325 BC and then  the desecration of the Temple 

happened around 167BC.  

The question is what was the purpose of this revelation?  Why did God want this recorded for 

perpetuity in his word?  What does it mean to us today?  

a) Well first we can see that life doesn’t seem to make a great deal of sense apart from 

God, especially when rogues like Antiochus get away with persecution of God’s people 

desecration of the temple and get to enjoy his spoils while brave warriors like Alexander the 

great achieve great victories but suffer an early demise and don’t get to enjoy the fruits of 

their labours. Antiochus is described in Daniel as a shrewd, cunning deceitful little horn, a 

little man who magnifies himself, unlike Alexander the Great who was well known for skill 

bravery and swiftness in accomplishing his goals and building a great empire. And yet 

unrighteous Antiochus lived to enjoy his ill-gotten gains. 

It brings to mind Solomon’s observation in Ecclesiastes 9:11, “I saw under the sun that the 

race is not to the swift or the battle to the warriors, nor bread to the wise nor wealth to the 

discerning nor favour to men of skill but time and chance overtake them all.  And chapter 

1:17 & 18  

“There is an evil which I have seen under the sun,  an error proceeding from a ruler,  folly set 

in many high places and the rich sit in a low place I have seen slaves on horses and princes 

walking on foot like slaves.” From a point of view without God such things are meaningless.  
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When the good die young and the wicked prosper that seems to be quite meaningless from a 

human point of view. When the Psalmist Asaph was sick and suffering day and night and he 

observed the wicked to be healthy and strong and at ease, he almost despaired,….. until he 

came to see God’s perspective.   And God’s word on the matter was that the wicked are “in 

slippery places” while God holds those who fear him, “by the right hand” and receives those 

who trust in him “into glory”.  

That’s the Biblical divine perspective. We don’t like suffering and fail to understand why the 

wicked prosper but we rest in the promise that whatever happens we who believe God’s word 

are safe in His hands. 

Jesus disciples didn’t understand why he was adored by the masses during his three years of 

spectacular ministry and then hated and despised so much during his final week that the same 

people called out  for his crucifixion. The disciples ended up confused and sorrowful at the 

death of their Messiah .Their hope of the Messianic kingdom was left in tatters. That’s 

because they didn’t understand the nature of the Kingdom of God, at least not until after 

Pentecost and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. 

Without God life has no meaning or purpose. With God there is meaning and hope ; hope for 

the Psalmist, Daniel, Jesus and his disciples and you and I. 

b) We are not in the dark about the nature and effects of sin. This world is reeling under 

the curse because of man’s sin according to Romans 8:20.  Sin comes in many forms 

including opposition to God and his people. Here in chapter 8 we have a concrete example of 

such opposition in Antiochus. He was an embodiment of the man of lawlessness, sin of 

course being lack of conformity to or transgression of the law of God.  

The Heidelberg Catechism is very helpful to us here where its asks “what must you know to 

live and die in the joy of this comfort?  Three things, first how great my sin and misery are 

second how I am set free from all my sins and misery and third how I am to thank God for 

my deliverance.  

When we have  a clear understanding of the reality of sin then we can begin make sense of an 

imperfect world, why there are characters like Antiochus Epiphanes  and why Jesus Christ 

the purest kindest most truthful just man that ever graced the earth, the Son of God was hung 

on a cross. 

c) The Bible also warns us against antichrists.  In the vision God gave Daniel of the little 

horn representing the obscure but pretentious Antiochus, we see an embodiment of demonic 

power which joins the antichrist and opposes the truth and power of God and those who serve 

him. In verse 24 and following we read of this man that;  i) his power will be great,   ii) he’ll 

cause fearful destruction and destroy mighty men and holy people and   iii) he will rise up 

against the Prince of Princes in other words against God himself.  

Throughout history there have been many such antichrists including Herod,  Mohammed, 

those who  burn and blow up churches, kill Christians simply because they are Christians, 

who imprison pastors pass death sentences on those who speak out against falsehood and 

injustice. In our own circles the anti-Christian spirit manifests itself in those who openly 

ridicule your faith, who blaspheme the name of Christ, who entice you into sinning with 
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them.  2 Corinthians 4:4 tells us that the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving that they might not see the light of the gospel. 

 The point here is God wants us to be aware of the dangers of the spirit of the antichrist so 

that we are not stunned and left wondering what’s going on or not paralysed with fear or 

blinded by Satan’s deception but encouraged to fight against I instead. Paul gives us every 

encouragement in Ephesians 6:10 -20 which we read earlier where it says “put on the full 

armour of God that you may be able to stand against the devil’s schemes”. An important part 

of that armour is an awareness of the spiritual reality which we get from the word of God so 

we gird our loins with the truth, take up the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit which 

is the word of God!”   

d) Daniel’s prophecy also shows every clearly that though God’s people may be persecuted 

they, God will always have the victory in the end. In verse 25 of Daniel 8 it says that “he 

will be broken without human agency”. Sometimes the struggle against evil looks like a 

losing cause, so some give up fighting. For example many of the Jews went along with the 

modern way of worship Antiochus set up. They sacrificed pigs on the altar and worshiped the 

idols Antiochus ordered them to worship.  Similarly, in this day and age there are those who 

have capitulated to the spirit of the antichrist in liberal churches who say God is just an 

impersonal force and Jesus was just a man and the Bible a man-made book riddled with 

errors and there is no hell and so on. Don’t join them. Stand firm. Keep the faith. Daniel’s 

prophecy gives us confidence that there is a non-human hand which will break the power of 

the antichrist.  

Satan appeared to have the victory when Christ was crucified,… but on the third day as 

prophesied he rose from the grave defeating all the powers of evil and even death itself. 

Furthermore Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:20 “Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

first fruits of those who are asleep.  Therefore, as Paul wrote elsewhere, we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us because nothing at all can separate us from the love of 

God that is in Jesus Christ. 

So why join those who have no faith in God and say “everything is meaningless.” We have 

seen the fulfilment of Daniel’s prophecies in history, the One like a Son o man has come and 

conquered. We are well aware of the existence of sin and the antichrist. So we need not be 

fooled, or despair at the schemes of the devil.  The victory belongs to God and all who trust 

in him. 

e) Therefore, let us get on with the kings business. The vision God have Daniel upset him 

just as the prospect of persecution and the horrible reality of sin adversely affects us. It says 

that the vision made Daniel sick for several days. Maybe you know what that’s like when 

some evil has happened to you or someone close to you; maybe a loved one has fallen away 

from the faith, or has died suddenly. Such events can shock and shake ones faith.  

Well consider God’s servant Daniel. He was shocked at the vision and it appears that 

psychologically Daniel was depressed and unhappy for quite some time.  Nevertheless Daniel 

knew that God was in control of the situation and so,  we find in the next chapter that he 

demonstrate that  faith in God through prayer. But in the meantime it was back to the kings 

business, he resumed his work as an official in the Babylonian government. He remembered 

Jeremiah’s encouragement to seek the welfare of the city where God had sent him as an exile 
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because in its welfare your will have welfare. So he got on with the kings business God’s 

sake and the sake of his fellow exiles.  

We are called to have the same attitude; to get on with the kings business; working ultimately 

for God’s glory and to advance his kingdom on earth. That means working our own vocations 

to the best of our ability for the well- being of our family, our employer, our community and 

our country. Whatever our circumstances are, whatever Satan may try and harm us with, the   

victory was been won at the cross of Christ and the resurrection and we have the victory with 

him. 

Amen   

 

 


