
 

To God be the glory  

Reading: Romans 1:1-17 

Text Romans 16: 21-27 

We’ve now come to the end of this very instructive letter to the Romans about the wonderful 

truths of God so it would be good in the first place…  

Intro.. To look back over Paul’s letter and summarise the main themes.  

God’s justice and his holiness is seen in statements like 1:18 which says “the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the 

truth in unrighteousness. And in chapter 2:2 “And we know that the judgment of God rightly 

falls on those who practice such things.”  In case we think we can stand remote from Paul 

statements about the righteousness of God we are corrected by Paul  in chapter 3:9 & 23 he 

wrote,  “Are we any better ? Not at all…all fall short of the glory of God.”  

Paul went to some lengths explaining the righteousness of God in order to help readers 

understand the important doctrine of justification introduced in chapter 3.There in chapter 

3:24 onwards we’ve also clearly seen God’s compassion and mercy,  to the praise of his 

glorious grace in providing sinners with a way of redemption.. Paul wrote, that while we all 

fall short of the glory of God, we are nevertheless justified, as a gift, by God’s grace through 

faith in Christ. He became a propitiation for us by paying the penalty for our sin and 

reconciling us with God.  

Now this doctrine of justification by faith in the righteousness of Christ  is offensive to those 

who don’t understand it because the righteousness of Christ is seen in his obedience in 

carrying out the Father’s plan of salvation on the cross and its this cross which is a scandal 

and an offence. It tells us in no uncertain terms that we are not righteous; that we cannot 

stand before God; that our sin is too great, so great that God’s himself in the person of His 

only begotten son Jesus Christ had to pay the penalty for or sin. 

So it’s a symbol of our need, our depravity, our sin which can only be taken from us by 

nailing that sin with Christ to the cross. Unless people accept that they have no part with 

Christ and cannot call God ‘our Father”.  

This is essentially the message of the first 8 chapters in Romans which concludes with the 

well-known and comforting words in chapter 8:1 “Therefore there is no condemnation in 

Christ.”  

And I hope, I trust that you all know what that means and that you know for yourselves that 

there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ; that you are not relying on your own 

righteousness, your own obedience but trusting in Christ alone for your justification.  

But then some might level the charge of licentiousness at that by saying that this doctrine 

encourages a lax approach to living a life of obedience since there’s nothing we can do to 

save ourselves and therefore there is no motivation to live a life of obedience!  



Well Paul addresses that in Romans 6, Romans 8  and then Romans 12-16 by essentially 

saying that the grace of God in the gospel is the only sure foundation for a godly life. 

Romans 6:8 says if we died with Christ we shall also live with him” and in verse 11 consider 

yourselves to be dead to sin and alive to God in Jesus Christ.”  We were made alive by the 

Holy Spirit who lives in us and while we may be troubled by sin as Paul was in Romans 7 the 

Holy Spirit we will not let sin rule us. This is the message of Romans 8: 2-11.  

Furthermore in Romans 12:1Paul wrote, “by the mercy of God present your bodies a living 

and holy sacrifice.”  

So the charge that salvation by grace encourages licentiousness has no basis  and is therefore 

false. Those who are justified have the greatest motivation and the god given ability (the Holy 

Spirit) to live godly lives.  

On the other hand hose who call themselves Christians but are controlled and mastered by sin 

do not really know Jesus. We were saved to serve God we were saved to become Christ-like. 

Were we chosen, called, regenerated by the Holy Spirit, converted through repentance and 

faith, justified in order to be sanctified and glorified.  

We are not able to do this ourselves and therefore, as Paul concludes at the end of his letter 

the glory belongs to God who has worked all these steps of salvation  in us. And in his 

conclusion Paul tells us why all the glory belongs to God. In the first place it’s because of 

1. God’s Power 

We find this in verse 25a. To him who is able to establish you. The key word here is ‘able’ 

which in Greek is dunamis which is where we get the word dynamite from. The usual English 

translations for that word are power,  ability and strength.  

So what does God’s power working on our behalf look like? A good place to go is the 

gospels about Jesus. There we find that he had the power to cast out demons, forgive sins, 

heal diseases and do many other mighty works. That power continued through the work of 

the Holy Spirit and so in the book of Acts we find the evidence of Spirit’s power in the life of 

the church and in the miracles which continued through the apostolic age. His power was also 

seen in the thousands of conversions and the many churches which were established through 

the missionary efforts of the apostles.   

And though the unique aspects of the apostolic ministry, signs, wonders, new revelation have 

ceased, the Holy Spirit’s power remains evident today. It is seen in our gathering together for 

worship, in our works of evangelism and outreach, in our caring for one another, in our 

giving for the ministry of the gospel, locally and elsewhere, in our keeping the faith, training 

up our children in baptisms and professions of faith, in our denominations church planting 

efforts and in overseas missions and more.    

All of this is attributed to the Holy Spirit’s power working through and establishing his 

church.  

This is power is the same power which raised Christ from the grace according to Romans 1:4.   

There it says that Christ “was declared with power to be the son of God through the 

resurrection of the dead.”  



Well, that same power has given life to the spiritually dead which would have included you 

and me! It says in Ephesians 2:1-4 “You were dead…in you trespasses and sins…  but God in 

his great mercy made you alive in Christ!”  

Furthermore its God’s power in us which also keeps us alive in Christ. Why do you persevere 

in your faith? In many respects it would be much easier to give up on faith because a life of 

faith includes a life of service to Christ and Jesus did say after all,.. that, “whoever does not 

carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.’  

What carry this metaphorical cross of self-denial and sacrifice? Why make sacrifices of time 

and money for a God we can’t see or hear and a saviour who died on a literal cross 2,000 

years ago?  

We persevere because that saviour rose again. God’s power accomplished that. Furthermore 

he has established his church as he promised he would when he said, “I will build my 

church.” And that same power maintains his church and maintains your and my faith. We 

follow Jesus, worship God take up our cross, our duties, our self-denial , our loving service; 

whatever God calls us to do. We do it cheerfully because of the Holy Spirit’s  power is in us. 

Therefore whatever ability we have as believers is to God’s glory. 

2. So does the  preaching of the gospel about Jesus work to the glory of God.  

Paul wrote, “to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel the preaching of 

Christ…… to him be the glory.” Paul called this “my Gospel”  to remind his readers that he 

Paul was a bearer of the true gospel,  unlike many false teachers of his day  who were trapped 

in tradition; who had zeal but had no knowledge  and who led people away from Christ rather 

than to Christ.  

So what Paul is saying is that all other gospels except for the apostolic gospel are false. There 

were some in Paul’s day who tried to discredit the gospel because of its novelty as though 

Paul and his fellow apostles just made the whole thing up! 

Paul refutes them by saying the gospel was according to the revelation of the mystery, kept 

secret for a long time but now revealed according to the command of God.  

So Paul is saying that the gospel about the death and resurrection of Jesus wasn’t Paul’s 

invention but was by God’s design and came through revelation of a mystery.  

For many years this gospel was hidden in the types and shadows of Old Testament History; in 

the narratives about characters and events, in the Psalms and prophesies such as Isaiah 9:6,7 

“For unto us a child is born a son is given and the government will rest on his shoulders..”  

Christ was hidden in that prophesy, no-one not even the disciples of Jesus knew exactly what 

that meant until after the incarnation, death, resurrection and ascension of Christ. But this was 

all according to God’s plan and in his time and Paul is saying that the fulfilment of God’s 

plan by the coming of Christ is now made plain in the preaching of the gospel. 

And from our NT perspective we can see how precisely these Old Testament types and 

shadows and predictions were fulfilled in Christ and the fulfilment of prophecy is proof that 

that whatever has happened is from God and according to his plan and purpose. 



And so this true gospel is still being faithfully preached and God is still raising up men to 

preach it.!  God placed the desire on men’s hearts, to preach it just as Paul did and what Paul 

is saying here is that this program of preaching the gospel will continue till Christ returns and 

to the glory of God.  

3. So will the results of preaching glorify God.  

a) The first result being that the nations have heard it.  We know that in Paul’s day the news 

of the gospel spread rapidly. There were many Christians in Rome even before Paul arrived 

there in 62AD. According to God’s plan he saw to  that when Peter preached his Pentecost 

sermon at festival in Jerusalem there were people from at least sixteen nations and who heard 

it believed and were baptised as Christians and who then travelled back to  North Africa, the 

Middle East and southern Europe; wherever they lived  with the gospel.  

Unlike other religions such as Islam or Hinduism which have tended to remain confined to a 

particular region, Christianity quickly became international. 

Paul attributes this to the wisdom of God made known through the church according to 

Ephesians 3:10 where it says that “the manifold wisdom of God  might now be made known 

through the church to the rulers and authorities in heavenly places.”  

So the result of preaching is that the nations have heard but not only heard it! 

b) The other result of the gospel has been the obedience of faith. Many believe the gospel 

and obey. As well as being a gift, faith is also a matter of obedience. Paul uses a similar term 

elsewhere in 2 Thessalonians 2:8 and his warning against those who do not obey the gospel. 

The gospel is to be believed and obeyed. Jesus command to his disciples is ‘come follow me’. 

James says that faith without works is dead.  

And so the church at Rome believed and obeyed and Paul praised God for that and we can 

too,….. give thanks and glorify God for the obedience of faith seen around us. Every small 

step of obedience to the gospel is a result of God’s purpose and power working in your or my 

life. 

Paul was acutely aware of that. How own life was a striking example. He was  once 

spiritually dead, converted dramatically on the road to Damascus and in God’s power Paul 

became the churches foremost missionary in his day.  

We each will have our own experience of God’s power. That fact that we believe and are 

going on with our faith is evidence of his power. 

So Paul conclude his letter with these words “To the only wise God through Jesus Christ to 

whom be the glory forever Amen.  

The gods of the pagans are not wise, the god of the deist isn’t wise, the god of eastern 

religions are not wise because God’s superior power and wisdom is seen in one thing the the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the cross of Christ.  

This is the great mystery which was revealed by God. Only the cross of Christ has the power 

to save  and there is no other way and no other so called god who can go there.  



No other wisdom exhibits the great wisdom of God in redemption and in Jesus Christ, except 

our God.  

Therefore to God alone be the glory for ever and ever amen. 


