
What God has joined together let no man separate. 

Genesis 2:19:25, Deuteronomy 24:1-4, Mark 10:1-12 

 

Some time ago I read an article in Faith and focus called a Tale of Two Pieties. Piety 

means devotion to religious duties or practices. What this article was doing was 

contrasting religious devotion based on a personal religious experience to  religious 

devotion which is seen in ordinary everyday steps of faithfulness; faith which is lived out 

is  in the family, work place, the university everywhere! Such piety is not often 

spectacular but is a steady lifelong commitment to ones responsibilities and works itself 

out through works of service in the family, church and the community. Religious 

experiences will come and go for some and not all. Therefore they cannot be a reliable 

indicator of piety. True piety is a life well lived to the glory of God.  

 

Now, thinking about Mark 10 and the marriage relationship, I believe that one of the 

areas where true piety is most needed is the marriage relationship because it is evident 

that where marriages are healthy and strong then churches and societies are healthy and 

strong. The confession points this out where it says that the purpose of marriage is for the 

mutual health of husband and wife and the increase of mankind with a legitimate 

offspring and of the church with a holy offspring and for the prevention of immorality. So 

there is a lot hinging on the divine institution of marriage. 

 

But where marriage breaks down,... then families churches and communities suffer.. So 

piety in marriage is paramount.  

 

The importance of this comes to light in our text.  

 

In it the author Mark points relates how the Pharisees once came to Jesus and tested him 

by asking “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 

Jesus knew what that was about. Earlier He had warned his disciples about them, saying 

that they loved to do their acts of righteousness before men to be seen by them, 

disfiguring their faces while they were fasting so others could see their pietism. They 

went to great lengths to win a new convert, but then would place a heavy burden of 

unnecessary regulations on him. They were concerned about looking good on the 

outside,.....  but inwardly t were corrupt and as Jesus once said, readily overlooked the 

more important matters of the law.  

 

Jesus hated that kind of piety and called the Pharisees whitewashed tombs . 

 

So when they asked Jesus a question about marriage, instead of answering it immediately 

Jesus drew them out a little in order to expose the full extent of their deviousness. 

What did Moses command you? Jesus asked. As if to say,... “you Pharisees know the law 

don’t you? What does the law say about marriage and divorce?  

 

They said  “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”  

Jesus knew that that the way they interpreted the law went beyond God’s intention. 



The reference to Moses can be found in Deuteronomy 24:1 where it says “if a man 

marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent 

about her and writes her a certificate of divorce......” Some of the Jews used the words 

something indecent to give themselves license to divorce for the most trivial reasons. For 

example in their own rabbinical writings on the subject it is said that “If a wife cooks her 

husband’s food badly by over-salting it or burning it, she may be put away.”  

But when you compare scripture with scripture then the words something indecent refer 

to fornication or adultery.  

But the Pharisees used the term something indecent in the OT law to mean just about 

anything.  

The binding nature of the marriage tie was disregarded. Divorce for slight and trivial 

causes had become common.  

 

Now in our day and age its true that the moral tone, general well being and happiness of 

our communities is closely tied up with the whole question of the law of marriage.  

Where the institution of marriage is undermined, weakened or cheapened through easy 

divorce then immorality, sin and infidelity are promoted rather than restrained. In short 

the further away a nation’s laws go from the law of Christ about marriage, the lower the 

moral tone of that nation descends. 

 

Here in New Zealand laws to do with marriage and relationships have also become very 

liberal. Thus defacto-marriages are commonplace, divorce is easy to obtain and then there 

is the perversion of same sex marriage. The sad result of such liberal legislation  is short 

lived relationships, broken families neglected children. Furthermore, easy no-fault 

divorce laws have meant that people can opt out of their,... vows, responsibilities and  

family commitments without  impunity under the law.  

Its all so nice and easy, until of course its time to count the cost of the aftermath. 

 

When it comes to divorce their are never any winners. In every case of divorce all parties, 

and especially the children of such torn apart families,  suffer.  

 

Occasionally there are cases were for example  a wife has been so badly abused by the 

husband that there is no other way out than to part. Biblically, in the marriage 

relationship, serious physical abuse is on the same line as  murder which, in the OT was a  

capital offence. Jesus also allowed for divorce in the case of adultery and Paul allows for 

divorce in the case of a believer being married to an unbeliever but only where the 

unbeliever wants to leave. In each of these cases divorce is allowed for the sake of the 

injured party to be liberated from what is often an intolerable situation.  

 

The other thing that needs to be said is that divorce for what ever reason is not the 

unforgivable sin even if the couple can no longer be reconciled. The message of the 

gospel us that wherever there is genuine repentance for whatever may have contributed to 

a divorce and humble submission to the word of God there is forgiveness with God.  

 



Having said that,  here in Mark 10 Jesus  emphasizes the dignity and importance of the 

marriage relationship and he begins doing that by first pointing out a fundamental cause 

behind many if not most divorces which  is Hardness of heart.  Look at verse 5 “because 

of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment.”  

 

Hardness of heart, an unwillingness to be reconciled; that’s the thing that destroys 

relationships.  

Its an unwillingness to soften ones stance towards the other person, to admit the 

possibility that I might be wrong or if I’m not on a particular issue then at least to be able 

to say “well I’m not perfect either so the least I can do is forgive the other person since 

God has forgiven me of so much of my own sin”   

But no,..... its this unbending self righteousness, or unwillingness to forgive a fellow 

sinner  or give way on matters of indifference that so often does the damage.  

 

That’s why divorce laws had to be made in the first place! At least in the case of a lawful 

divorce some semblance of dignity can arise out of the wreckage of a broken 

relationship. 

  

But for the Christian divorce can be avoided because of the  principles of forgiveness and 

reconciliation.  

We can pray to God,... and may expect to be forgiven by God,... every day.  

Ecclesiastes says that “a cord of three strands is not easily broken.” Where Christ is in the 

marriage relationship than then He is that third strand of a strong marriage.   

We have that forgiveness and reconciliation with God because of  the sacrifice of Christ. 

Ephesians 5:25 “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” 

Therefore the Christian must be willing and able to forgive.  

  

So Jesus allows for divorce but says it commonly happens  because of hardness of heart 

and then hastens to add that by God’s design marriage is meant to be a permanent 

relationship. God made us male and female,... designed and intended for each other.  

“A man shall leave his father and mother” with the view towards a more intimate and 

lasting attachment, “cleaving” to his wife, no longer two, but “one flesh”. 

 

Where does the term “one flesh” come from? Genesis 2:24   

So  its clear that Jesus viewed Genesis 2:24 as a divine ordinance and not just as a 

description of what could or normally happens but which could vary.  

So as a divine ordinance marriage is the divine pattern the man-woman relationship given 

by God.  

It was God who made this union possible. 

It was God who also gave the command to be fruitful .  

It was God who said “It is not good that man should be alone. 

It is God who established  marriage as a divine institution  and an honorable estate.  

Therefore what God has joined together, let no man separate or I might add pervert. 

 

 



 

Further the institution of marriage is not only confirmed by Christ in the Gospels but also 

in the letters of Paul, notably Ephesians 5 

There Paul compares the relationship  between husband and wife to the relationship 

between Christ and His church  

He also sets out  the ingredients of a good marriage,..... such as loving leadership on the 

part of the husband and...  

willing submission to loving leadership  on the part of the wife  

each wanting and helping the other to excel and flourish in their God given roles.  

 

What God has joined together, let man not separate. 

 

So while one of the functions of this verse is to help regulate divorce, its primary purpose 

is that it is meant to show us  the dignity and necessity of marriage.  

\ 

Of all our relationships with people,  the one that must be accorded the most reverence 

and the one that must be handled with the greatest of care is the relationship between 

husband and wife. Marriage can be the most blissful, happiest rewarding relationship if it 

is entered into with thought, care, grace and above all in the Lord.  

 

There is no other relationship which can produce so much blessing in the family, in the 

church and in society than a happy, permanent and fruitful marriage where Christ is at the 

centre.. Churches grow strong through such unions so do communities and so do entire 

nations.  

 

Where people do not have Christ as the third strand of a cord not easily broken then that 

is like building one’s marriage on a foundation of loose sand. 

 

So happy are they who when it comes to marriage observe the following; 

1.  Marry only in the Lord and then after careful consideration of everything else the 

Bible teaches about marriage. 

  

2.  Be soft hearted. In other words don’t expect your marriage partner to meet all your 

expectations or else. Marriage is after all the union of two sinners  not two angels and 

grace and forgiveness must be an essential ingredient in every marriage. Remember 

Christ only allowed and regulated divorce because of people’s hardness of heart. So 

be soft hearted.  

  

3.  And thirdly,  (this takes us back to the subject of piety that I began with) practise the 

kind of piety in your marriages that makes you an instrument of blessing to either 

your husband or your wife and your family. Do family devotions and devotions 

together (just the two of you) every day. Pray together and for each other every day. 

Speak kindly to each other. Build each other up. Strive for your own and your 

husband or wife’s godliness in marriage. Remember what it says in Ephesians 5:25, 



“Husbands love your wives just as Christ loved the church  and gave himself up for 

her  to make her holy.  

 

Strive for Godliness in marriage for it is a permanent and holy union, blessed by God to 

bear fruit for the kingdom of God. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


